7th Grade Advanced Content Language Arts  
	Instructor
	Lea Johnson
	E-mail, Webpage
	lea.johnson@bufordcityschools.org
http://bmsjohnson.weebly.com/

	 Phone
	(770) 904-3690
	Planning
	1:33-2:50
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Overview:
Language Arts is a subject of multiple components: grammar and mechanics, vocabulary, literature, and writing.  Seventh graders will be involved in exploring all of these elements through the language arts program.  The curriculum will follow the Common Core Georgia Standards of Excellence.   https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Frameworks/ELA-Grade-7-Standards.pdf
Literature:
Each nine weeks students will explore a theme.  Each nine-week literature unit will incorporate a variety of texts, both fiction and nonfiction, as well as poetry. One or more class novels will also be read during each nine-week thematic unit.  Vocabulary instruction will come from the various literature units.  The thematic units are:

1. Accepting Others’ Differences
2. Relationships
3. Discovery
4. Overcoming Challenges or Adversity
Language:  
Students will have warm-up exercises each day that will cover the CCGSE language standards.  These skills are reinforced through application during student writing.  Additional grammar units will cover the 7th grade standards in more detail.
Vocabulary Program:
MEMBEAN is an online vocabulary program that is acclimated to individual student reading levels.  Students will work through exercises each week and are required to spend at least three-15 minute sessions of practice for a total of 45 minutes per week. Students may do these sessions during Flex or may do these as homework if their Flex classes are special Flex classes. A vocabulary grade will be taken from tests generated from the individual lists.  Membean words will be required in students’ writings, as well as recognition in literature read.
Independent Reading Program:
Student-selected independent reading is an important component of the reading curriculum.  Students are encouraged to read a variety of genres.  Students will read a combination of challenge books (science fiction, fantasy, or classics) as well as fiction and non-fiction books. An in-class assignment will be given on the following dates.  Students must have read the self-selected books which are chosen through literature circles and/or chosen independently.   
August 29




January 31
September 30



February 28
October 30




March 30
November 22




May 1
Research:
Advanced Content students will complete a research project/paper on a self-selected topic before the end of the first semester. This project will combine all aspects of language arts.  The advanced content student will write a research paper using MLA format from non-fiction articles, select fiction, non-fiction books, and poetry related to the topic, produce a visual to represent some aspect of the project, and create a display.  Students will work on this during class as well as work independently at home.  More information will be given to the student in October.
Writing: 
Instruction in writing will focus on the content of student ideas.  Writing instruction will be completed through journal writing, paragraph writing, as well as longer writing assignments throughout the school year.  These longer writing assignments will include narrative essay, informational essay, argumentative essay, response to literature, and poetry.
Grading Procedures:

Students will be graded on unit tests, quarterly benchmark tests, projects, papers, homework, quizzes, and daily work.  The grading scale is as follows:
Formative Assessments:


Daily Work, Quizzes, and Homework
35%

Summative Assessments:



Tests, Papers, Projects 


50%





Nine-Week Benchmark


15%

In accordance with the Seventh Grade Assignment Policy, ten points per day will be deducted for late assignments up to two days.  Late assignments will not be accepted after two days.
Make Up Work:

If a student is absent, it is his/her responsibility to make up all assignments.  Students will be allowed the number of days absent plus one day to hand in missed assignments due to illness without penalty.

Please read the syllabus carefully, then sign and return the attached page.
I have read Mrs. Johnson’s Language Arts Syllabus and understand her classroom policies.

Student’s Name:______________________________________________________

Parent’s Signature ____________________________________________________
E-mail address _______________________________________________________

Best way to contact parent: _____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
What would you like for me to know about your child?

